D
evelopment theories can roughly be divided into those that stress economic factors as the driving force behind economic development and those that place the accent on non-economic determinants. A distinction to be drawn within economic theories is between concepts that view internal factors in a national economy as the major parameters for development (stages of economic development, dualism theories) and those that focus on external factors (foreign trade, dependence theories). Non-economic theories include theories of social change, modernization theories, population theories, climatic theories and psychological theories.
Common to all these explanations, apart from the psychological approach, appears to be the underlying scientific-technological view of the world, a perspective which ignores the question of whether similar social values and habits of thought can be presupposed in other cultures. ~ The failure to take into account the views, attitudes and modes of behaviour of a culture, the general axioms peculiar to it, hence its reality level. ("Wirklichkeitsebene", K. Mannheim) would, however, appear to be of key importance, in fact, probably one of the major causes of the crisis in development theory and policy, the significance of which can hardly be overestimated. This article aims to present the main features of Black African culture and look at their relevance for existing economic structures and for the purposes and problems of economic development.
One of the axioms of the scientific-technological view of the world, anchored in the consciousness and behaviour of the individual, is that time consists of a line stretching from the past into the future, divided up into units, such as hours, days, years and centuries. People plan and work for a better future or at least to ensure that the future is no worse than the present or the past. It is essential both for free market and planned economies to forecast and plan the future.
In principle this linear thinking directed towards the future is alien to the African weltanschauung. The Golden Age -the authority of time and orientation -is situated in the past. Time cannot be thought, it can only be experienced. Time is the sequence of events that have either occurred, are occurring, or are about to occur. This traditional concept is not mathematically precise: smaller units such as hours, let alone minutes and seconds, hardly exist.
The future is almost non-existent, since events in the future have not as yet taken place and cannot therefore This notion of time permeates the African view of the world and of man, both for the individual as well as the community in which he lives? Human history is not directed towards a future state or future events; the African mind looks to the past for a rationale of existence. The passage of time does not entail improvement, enlargement or keeping up with trends. Time is not a yardstick or a parameter, it is the experiencing of moments in life. Regularity is of no particular interest; time and its motion depend on the unpredictable rhythm of the vital force.
Man is able to produce as much time as he needs. Time is not a scarce good;it is always available in surfeit. The motto "time is money" is inconceivable in this context. Man is not the servant of time: he creates and commands it. 4
Religious Ontology
The [] inanimate phenomena and objects. 5
The anthropocentric ontology is a complete whole that cannot be broken up or destroyed. God (in Shona:
MWARI -He, who is) rules as creator and protector of mankind; spirits and ancestors determine the fate of individuals; man stands at the centre and animals and plants form the environment in which he lives. Beyond these five categories, there is a power or energy which is omnipresent, the source and guardian of which is God: the vital force. Human life revolves around this force and ultimate happiness is to possess as much of this force as possible. 6
To live a full life, it is essential to experience the vital force, which is central to the meaning of life. It costs nothing and is imparted to man as part of the natural abundance of the universe. It has no value in commercial terms. This force is itemized and audited on a balance sheet without any cost figures.
Differing Views of the World
The African view of the world and the religions which mediate it are an all-embracing reality. They cannot be ignored in any sphere of modern life, in economics, politics or education. Africans are notoriously religious. By religion is not however meant an antiquated moral authority or some other-worldly metaphysics: it is the natural quintessence of life. The notions of time, relationships, the experience of being and logic are closely interrelated. For man, man is the key to the community and to the world, which is
